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Above: More than 150 protesters participate in a one-day sit-in demonstration outside the main gate to Marine Corps

Headquarters at Camp Foster on Okinawa on Friday. Right: Eizo Yonaha, general secretary of the Okinawa Chapter of

All Japan Garrison Forces Labor Union, speaks about the need to give Japanese employees working at U.S. bases the

same rights as government workers.
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Celebrity news
from Parade

States

Western wildfires: An army of fire-
fighters, helped by higher humidity and

diminishing winds, gained partial con-
trol over a wildfire that burned 14 homes
and forced evacuations of hundreds of oth-

ers in Carson City, Nev.
“I think it’s done its worst, I really think it

has,” said fire incident commander Marty
Scheuerman. “Now we can do our job.”

In California, meanwhile, a 10,000-acre
wildfire forced 200 teenagers from two juve-
nile probation camps early Friday and contin-
ued to threaten rural hamlets on the edge of
the Angeles National Forest. That blaze was
40 percent contained.

Police beating suit: A suspected car thief
has filed a $25 million claim with the city of
Los Angeles over a June 23 videotaped police
beating he says left him with brain damage.

Stanley Miller said he also suffered “spinal
injuries, trunk-torso injuries, internal inju-
ries, emotional distress, and bruises and con-
tusions.” The claim was filed Thursday.

Michael Jackson case: An appeal by news
media wanting access to court information in
the Michael Jackson child molestation case
went unheard for a week because a clerk re-
fused to place it on the court docket, accord-
ing to court papers.

Attorney Dominic Lanza, who filed the first
appeal notice last week, said he checked five
days later to make sure the matter was sched-
uled to be heard by Superior Court Judge
Rodney Melville but was told by the appellate
clerk it was not filed.Lanza said it took until
Thursday to get a clarification from the pre-
siding justice of the California Second Dis-
trict Court of Appeal, who told the clerk that
the notice of appeal should be filed.

Tobacco legislation: The Senate approved
a plan to give the government broad new pow-
ers to regulate the cigarette industry, includ-
ing the ability to eliminate harmful ingredi-
ents in tobacco products and forbid advertis-
ing that appeals to children.

The measure empowering the Food and
Drug Administration to oversee the sale, mar-
keting and manufacturing of cigarettes was
linked on the Senate floor Thursday to a $12
billion buyout of tobacco farmers.

World

Bird flu warning: Countries facing bird flu
outbreaks should not kill wild birds to keep
disease from spreading, the U.N. Food and Ag-
riculture Organization said Friday.

“Killing wild birds will not help … control
avian influenza outbreaks,” Juan Lubroth of
FAO Animal Health Service said. “Wild birds
are an important element of the ecosystem.”

The FAO apparently was responding to
Thailand’s plan to selectively cull wild storks
suspected of carrying the disease.

Militant amnesty: A wanted militant
turned himself in to Saudi diplomats in Syria
in response to a royal amnesty offer, Saudi
newspapers reported Friday.

Ibrahim al-Sadeq al-Qaidy had fought
alongside Islamic extremists in Afghanistan
and Bosnia, but had more recently been in
hiding in Syria, the newspapers reported. It
was not clear Friday what charges he faced
and whether he was back in his homeland or
was at the Saudi Embassy in Damascus.

Britain al-Qaida arrest: A Moroccan arrest-
ed in Britain was linked to one of al-Qaida’s
top leaders in Europe and spoke to him short-
ly before the Sept. 11 attacks in language sug-
gesting he may have known of the plot, prose-
cutors said Thursday.

Farid Hilali, 35, telephoned Imad Eddin
Barakat Yarkas, who is suspected of leading
an al-Qaida cell in Spain, a few weeks be-
fore Sept. 11, 2001, said prosecutor James
Lewis, who spoke for the Spanish govern-

ment in its effort to extradite Hilali.

Business

Tyco acquittal: It was a tense, emotional
moment for former Tyco International law-
yer Mark A. Belnick, who could have spent
the next quarter-century behind bars.

Belnick wept with happiness after he was
acquitted of charges he sold his silence for
money and luxurious homes while two other
company executives stole $600 million.

A Manhattan jury returned the “not guilty”
verdicts Thursday in state Supreme Court
amid talks of a possible plea deal.

Napster case: A San Francisco judge has
refused to dismiss a suit brought by major
record companies against the original Nap-
ster’s deep-pocketed funders, Hummer Win-
blad and Bertelsmann AG.

U.S. District Judge Marilyn Hall Patel
made the decision Wednesday.

Universal Music Group and Capitol
Records allege that the firms did more than
just write checks to the online music service’s
inventor, Shawn Fanning. The record compa-
nies say the investors maintained hands-on
control over the short-lived company and are,
therefore, liable for copyright infringement.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Sunday

VAL GEMPIS/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Talk to me: Tech. Sgt. Jun Lorica, a systems control technician from 374th Communications

Squadron, Yokota Air Base, Japan, uses a wire wrapping tool to cross-connect circuits on a

distribution frame. The frame is the central voice and data communication hub that links

Yokota to the rest of mainland Japan. The 374th CS technicians perform operator maintenance

of communication-computer systems and peripheral equipment on 42 sites across Japan.

Local festivals
full of fun

TODAY IN STRIPES

Abby, Annie’s Mailbox ......... 28
American Roundup ....... 24-25
Classified ..................... 32-34
Comics ......................... Scene
Crossword .................... Scene
Faces ’n’ Places ................ 22
Horoscope ........................ 28
Letters .............................. 26
Opinion ............................ 27
Parade .............................. 23
Religion ............................ 29
Sports .......................... 39-48
TV/Radio listings .......... 36-37
Weather ............................ 35
Your Money .................. 30-31

July 25: Scene

PAGE 2 J F3HIJKLM • S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S • Sunday, July 18, 2004



BY DAVID ALLEN

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — When Ro-
drico Harp was sentenced to seven years
at hard labor for his part in the infamous
abduction and rape of an Okinawa school-
girl in 1995, he never thought he’d be as-
sembling cell phones or making auto parts.

That’s what he claims “hard labor”
meant at Kurihama, the Japanese prison
near Yokosuka where most American ser-
vicemen convicted in Japanese courts
wind up.

“I made parts for Mazdas and Nissans,”
Harp said during a telephone interview
from his home in Griffin, Ga. “You had no
choice. If you refused to work, they put you
in what we called a chill box, a little cell
with nothing in it, and they forced you to sit
rigidly all day at a desk until it was time to
eat and sleep.

“Sometimes, if they thought you were
too rowdy or misbehaving or just not doing
what they wanted you to do, they’d put you
in a straitjacket in a padded room.”

That’s wrong, says Michael Griffith, a
New York-based lawyer who specializes in
defending Americans overseas.

“Japan is in
gross violation
of internation-
al law by forc-
ing prisoners
to work for
commercial
companies,”
Griffith said
via telephone
from his Long
Island home.
“It amounts to
slave labor,
nothing less.”

Japan pris-
on officials
and legal ex-
perts dis-
agree. “We do
not necessari-
ly see inmates
engaging in
manufacturing commercial products as a
problem,” said Makoto Teranaka, execu-
tive director of Amnesty International
Japan. “We hear arguments criticizing that
the practice harms fair competitive market
activities. However, products made by in-
mates are no cheaper than those made in
the regular commercial environment. The
differences in the price for the products
that a company pays and the amount an in-
mate receives goes in the prison coffer. …

Every prison is supposed to be self support-
ing,” he said.

In addition, Japanese officials say com-
mercial products made in Japanese pris-
ons aren’t exported to countries banning
forced prison labor. “Prison labor is a part
of punishment,” said Teranaka. “There-
fore, what inmates receive are not wages,
but a financial incentive. What we see as a
problem is that they work a full eight
hours, which deprives them of any opportu-
nities to receive counseling or other neces-
sary treatment.”

Griffith, who represented the families of
Harp and another defendant in the 1995
case, said American prisoners are forced
to work eight hours a day for what amounts
to about one dollar a day. They made auto
parts and assembled cellular telephones,
the former prisoners said.

“It’s in direct violation of the Forced
Labor Convention of 1930, which prohibits

the use of pris-
oners for out-
side contrac-
tors,” Griffith
alleged.

The U.S.
State Depart-
ment lists
Japan as a
party to the
convention. Ac-
cording to pa-
pers filed in a
1994 Congres-
sional subcom-
mittee hearing
on the prison
labor issue,
Japan ratified
the convention
Nov. 31, 1932.

Harp was a
22-year-old Ma-

rine private first class when sentenced in
March 1996 with Pfc. Kendrick Ledet, 21,
and Navy Seaman Marcus Gill, 23, a
medic, for raping a 12-year-old girl they ab-
ducted from a street corner in Kin village,
just outside Camp Hansen. The incident oc-
curred on Labor Day 1995.

Harp and Gill were sentenced to seven
years and Ledet to 6½ years of hard labor.
All three were released last year and dis-
honorably discharged.

According to Japanese prison officials,
about 20 U.S. servicemembers are serving
time in Kurihama prison. Their work as-
signments include kitchen work and clean-
ing cellblocks, or manufacturing commer-
cial products.

Prison officials declined any further com-
ment.

“While in prison they were working for a
Japanese automaker, making emblems for
the front hoods and fabricating headrests,”
Griffith said. “Harp told me that when the
U.S. military guys came in to visit them,
the Japanese would take the labels off the
boxes so they wouldn’t see who the prison-
ers were working for.”

Griffith hopes to pressure Congress to
hold hearings on the matter, in much the
same way two house subcommittees met in
1994 on the Japanese prison labor issue.

At that time Rep. Gary L. Ackerman,
(D-NY), chairman of the Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific, was disheartened, he
said, to hear the testimony of Christopher
Lavinger, a client of Griffith sentenced to
16 months in a Fuchu prison on drug charg-
es.

Lavinger told the congressmen he was
struck with an electrified baton twice
when he teetered from a rigid position on a
chair where he was forced to sit nearly mo-
tionless for 12 hours a day after refusing to
produce goods for Sega and several Japa-
nese department stores, for the equivalent
of about three cents an hour.

“It is my firm opinion that not only is this
practice morally reprehensible, but it is
also in direct contravention of internation-
al agreements on to which Japan and most
other industrialized and civilized nations
have signed,” Ackerman said in a state-
ment made June 10, 1994.

“Forced labor such as this violates the
general conference of the International
Labor Organization’s Convention 29,
which was ratified by Japan on Nov. 21,
1932.”

The convention defines forced or com-
pulsory labor as “any work or service ex-
acted from any person as a consequence of
a conviction in a court of law, provided that
the said work or service is carried out
under the supervision and control of a pub-
lic authority and that the said person is not
hired or placed at the disposal of private in-
dividuals, companies or associations.”

In some countries, including the United

States, private companies use prison labor,
but only with prisoner consent and for mini-
mum wages.

Ackerman said a Japanese official told
him the practice was not against Japanese
or international law, but companies were
instructed not to send any of the products
to the United States because of the prohibi-
tion concerning prison labor.

“It’s too bad the Democrats lost control
of Congress the next year and Ackerman
lost the chairmanship of the committee,”
Griffith said. “Nothing ever happened as a
result of the hearing.”

In a letter to Griffith last year, Harp said
he was forced to make and assemble cellu-
lar phone parts, car emblems and car pan-
els. Pay ranged from 1,000 yen to 3,000 yen
($9.43 to $28.30) per month. He wrote to
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo complaining of
being forced to work for private Japanese
companies and was told in a two-para-
graph response that, “SOFA status prison-
ers are the responsibility of the U.S. mili-
tary in Japan, regardless of where the pris-
oner is serving his sentence. We have for-
warded your letter to the Marine Corps
Base Camp Fuji, for further action.”

Harp said no action was taken.
Embassy officials directed Stripes in-

quiries to U.S. Forces Japan for informa-
tion concerning the issue. A July 8 re-
sponse stated, “prisoners receive a month-
ly visit from their respective service com-
ponent’s prisoner liaison officer.”

“During this visit, the status of the pris-
oner’s health and welfare along with any
complaints are noted,” the USFJ response
stated. “If any legal matters arise, they are
addressed by the Judge Advocate’s office.”

“Yeah, they’d come by,” Harp said.
“They’d walk through and talk to us and
tell us we were doing a good job and then
they’d go. They saw what we were doing.”

Amnesty International released a May
report highlighting reports of torture and
ill treatment of people while in Japanese
custody.

However, Japanese members of the orga-
nization say the prison labor issue is not
that serious.

Teranaka, the executive director, said
the prison labor practices are under re-
view by the Ministry of Justice.

Chiyomi Sumida contributed to this report.

E-mail David Allen at: allend@pstripes.osd.mil
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BY DAVID ALLEN

AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA

Stars and Stripes

KITANAKAGUSUKU, Okina-
wa — Members of Japan’s larg-
est military base workers’
union staged protests in front of
Camp Foster on Okinawa and
Yokota Air Base near Tokyo on
Friday.

The 16,000-member strong Ze-
nchuro, or Japan Garrison Forc-
es Labor Union, staged the
one-day sit-in to highlight its de-
mand for better working condi-
tions.

About 150 union members par-
ticipated in the demonstration op-
posite Foster’s main gate.

At Yokota, about 70-80 people
staged a peaceful demonstration
next to Ushihama Garage, across
from the Supply Gate.

The Okinawa protest included
19 union representatives from
other U.S. bases in Japan, includ-
ing Misawa, Zama, Yokota,
Iwakuni and Sasebo.

Among complaints spelled
out in pamphlets distributed by
protesters was a claim that two
female employees of the Army
and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice’s Exchange on Kadena Air
Base were mistreated by a su-
pervisor. Both allegedly fell seri-
ously ill after the supervisor re-
jected their requests to go
home.

“It is very regrettable that
such incidents occurred,” said
Kazuo Yamakawa, the general
secretary of the national union
who was in Okinawa for Friday’s
protest.

“Had Japanese labor laws
been applied to Japanese employ-
ees, those incidents could have
been avoided.”

The labor union presented 12
demands for changes to work-
place rules to the Defense Facili-
ties Administration Agency, the
official employer of the Japanese
workers.

Chief among the union’s de-
mands is a request to apply Ja-
pan’s maternity protection law to

pregnant employees and elimina-
tion of a “use or lose” annual
leave system to allow unused an-
nual leave to be carried over to
the next year.

The union wants the Japanese
government to enter negotiations
with the U.S. military to change
the Master Labor Contract and
Indirect Hiring Agreement to
apply Japanese labor laws to all
Japanese employees.

“Under the present situation,
the bare minimum of working en-
vironment standards are not ob-
served,” Yamakawa said. “We
have been addressing the govern-
ment with these issues for the
past half a century, calling for
protections of Japanese workers
under Japanese laws.

“There is a limit to our pa-
tience,” he said.

“Because our employer is the
Japanese government, our status
should be based on that of a Japa-
nese government employee,”
said Mariko Maita of Misawa Air
Base, Japan.

“But in reality, we do not re-
ceive the same protections as
they do.”

The protesters also said they
wanted the number of official hol-
idays increased. Union members
said they get five days fewer
than Japanese government em-
ployees.

Vince Little contributed to this report.

E-mail Chiyomi Sumida and David Allen
at: okibureau@pstripes.osd.mil

Ex-Marine decries nature of Japan prison work
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U.S. Navy expands its early-out plan
BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — With
30,000 billets to fill in the next
two years and missions in Iraq
and Afghanistan to man for the
foreseeable future, the Army is
hoping to entice sailors and air-
men to switch uniforms.

The Army’s new “Operation
Blue to Green” program is de-
signed to attract members of the
Air Force and Navy, which unlike
the Army are trying to shave the
size of their respective forces.

The Army began working on
the program about four months
ago, and a few finishing touches
remain before the program is
launched, according to Brig. Gen.
Sean Byrne, the Army’s Director
of Military Personnel Policy.

But the Army already has post-
ed an advertisement for Blue to
Green on its Web site,
www.goarmy.com, as was first re-
ported by U.S. News & World Re-
port.

Meanwhile, over the next 14
months, Army recruiters will go
to Navy and Air Force bases to
talk to servicemembers who
might be eligible for the transfer
program, Byrne said in a Friday
roundtable discussion with Penta-
gon reporters.

“We are going to actively re-
cruit these [servicemembers],
with the full concurrence and sup-
port” of the Navy and Air Force,
Byrne said.

Blue to Green has been adopt-
ed by Air Force officials “as part
of our force-shaping initiative,”
Air Force spokeswoman Jennifer
Stephens confirmed Thursday.

“Force shaping” is the Air
Force’s name for its efforts to
trim down its force.

The Air Force must cut thou-
sands from its roster because
soaring retention rates and
stop-loss orders have boosted the
service’s manning beyond its Con-
gressionally authorized end
strength of 359,000 airmen.

About 22,000 airmen must be
gone by Sept. 31, 2005, the end of
the government’s fiscal 2005,
Stephens said.

The Navy, meanwhile, is reduc-
ing its size by 7,900 in order to

fund future technologies.
Given the size of the potential

enlistee pool, “I feel very optimis-
tic that we’re going to get a few
thousand” new soldiers out of the
program, Byrne said.

The services always have wel-
comed as enlistees personnel
with prior military service in an-
other branch, and there is a
small-scale “Intra-service Trans-
fer” program that targets offic-
ers, Byrne said. But Blue to
Green is the first time the Army
has actively recruited members
of other branches who are still
serving.

Such servicemembers are at-
tractive to the Army because “It’s
a population that has already
served and been successful in
their career,” he said.

The new program is particular-
ly focused on sailors and airmen
in grades E-1 to E-5, Byrne said,
as well as “some junior officers
with the skills we need.”

Selectees will undergo a
four-week version of boot camp
that the Army is calling the “War-
rior Transition Course,” to be held

at Fort Knox, Ky., Byrne said.
The Warrior course will re-

place the normal nine-week boot
camp the Army uses to train indi-
viduals with
prior experi-
ence from
other services
who move into
the Army.

The goal is
to ensure that
“there’s no
break in ser-
vice” for those
who are select-
ed for the pro-
gram, Byrne
said — includ-
ing ensuring
that service-
members re-
ceive a contin-
uous pay-
check and no
interruptions to medical and

other benefits.

The Army is looking in particu-

lar for enlisted personnel whose

Air Force Specialty Code or Navy

rate convert directly to an Army
Military Occupational Specialty,
Byrne said.

Army personnel specialists
have found
120 AFSCs
that translate
directly into
37 Army
MOSs. Army
MOS catego-
ries are broad-
er than the
Air Force’s,
Byrne ex-
plained.

The Navy
has 112 rat-
ings that trans-
late directly
into 42 Army
MOSs, Byrne
said.

Service-
members

whose AFSC or rate transfer di-

rectly into an MOS will receive

any enlistment bonus that the

Army currently offers for that

skill, Byrne said.

The Army will also consider ac-
cepting airmen and sailors whose
specialty does not directly con-
vert to the Army MOS, but who
are willing to reclassify and learn
a new skill the Army needs,
Byrne said.

Airmen and sailors who are re-
classifying will also receive any
bonus that is available for their
new MOS, Byrne said.

Those servicemembers will nat-
urally require additional skills
training once they graduate from
the Warrior course, Byrne said.

Bonuses aren’t guaranteed for
servicemembers who sign up for
Blue to Green.

But such stipends are relative-
ly plentiful in the Army — 190 out
of the Army’s 345 MOSs have a
signing bonus, Byrne said. For
MOSs that offer bonuses, the aver-
age stipend for a three-year enlist-
ment is $4,200, while the average
bonus for a six-year hitch is
$8,300, Byrne said.

For more information on Operation Blue
to Green, go to
www.goarmy.com/btg/index.htm
E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Navy officials antici-
pate between 400 and 600 sailors will use the
service’s Early Transition Program, which
lets eligible sailors separate up to 12 months
earlier than planned.

The program has been changed since being
introduced last year, and will let sailors sepa-
rate a year early, rather than six months.

About 560 sailors took advantage of the pro-
gram last year, said Lt. j.g. Kyle Raines, a
spokesman for Navy Personnel Command.

“We want all of our good sailors to stick
around and stay Navy … and this is really de-
signed for those who have jobs or education-
al opportunities lined up, and we’re giving
them the opportunity to fill those personal
goals a year earlier,” Raines said.

The program is not available to sailors
under a selective re-enlistment bonus or in a
rating that is SRB eligible, or in who are

SEALs (Sea, Air and Land), explosive ord-
nance disposal, divers or Special Warfare
Combatant-craft Crewman, or in a nuclear
rating.

“Of the sailors in those special categories,
the reasoning they’re not eligible is because
they are in critical or undermanned ratings,
or because we offered them SRBs for re-en-
listing, and we asked Congress for money to
help us offer those bonuses and it would not
make good business practice to let them go
early if we were offering them more money
to stay,” Raines said.

Sailors can submit requests, going
through their chain of command, to Navy
Personnel Command. All separations under
the program must be effected by Sept. 15.

For the most part, officials anticipate most-
ly first-termers will take advantage, Raines
said. “They make up the largest percentage
of people getting out of the Navy anyway,
and frankly, the longer you’re in, the longer
likely to stay.”

“For sailors with impending educational

or civilian career plans, this program could
offer just the extra time and opportunity
they need to get started on a new life,” Vice
Adm. Gerry Hoewing, chief of Naval Per-
sonnel, said in a statement. “I am delighted
that this great retention we are continuing
to experience has allowed us to offer the
program again this year.”

As of June, the Navy was on pace to retain
59.6 percent of eligible sailors in Zone A, or
those with less than six years of service, for
fiscal 2004. The goal is 56 percent. In Zone B
(those with six to 10 years of service) the
pace is 73.2 percent, above the target of 70
percent.

The percentages do not count those
whose applications have yet to be pro-
cessed, Raines said.

If the Navy surpasses its retention goals,
officials could adjust recruitment goals to
keep personnel numbers in check.

More information found in Navy message NAVAD-
MIN 151/04, and available at: www.bupers.navy.mil/
E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

Army looks to recruit from Air Force, Navy
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Tom Philpott
MILITARY UPDATEF

amily support profession-
als and volunteers have
expanded programs to
help military families
cope with longer, more

frequent separations due to opera-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

But weaknesses in coordina-
tion, communication and com-
mand oversight still deny too
many families access to the infor-
mation and help they need, says a
new study by the National Mili-
tary Family Association.

Just as the operational military
must transform missions and
force structure for a protracted
war on terrorism so must family
support change for a new era,
says the report, “Serving the
Home Front: An Analysis of Mili-
tary Family Support from Septem-
ber 11, 2001, through March 31,
2004.”

Stabilizing military home life
requires more command involve-
ment, better marketing and out-
reach to families living off base,
standardized staff training, and
stronger partnerships with com-
munities including local agen-
cies, schools and even media, the
report says.

NMFA, the “voice of military
families,” wrote the report based
on responses from more than
2,500 military spouses to an on-
line survey. NMFA also conduct-

ed spouse focus groups and asked
family support providers to com-
plete questionnaires. A NMFA
team then analyzed the results,
shaped recommendations and
wrote the 36-page report.

Joyce Wessel Raezer, NMFA di-
rector of government relations,
said family support
programs weren’t
ready for the num-
ber and length of
deployments and
mobilizations or-
dered since the
9/11 attacks.

“There were a
lot of programs
that people thought
would work. What
wasn’t anticipated
was the extra bur-
den of communicat-
ing what’s available, helping fami-

lies sort out realistic expecta-

tions.”

Managing expectations are the

challenge, she said, “every time a

deployment is extended or com-

munication with a servicemem-

ber breaks down. Nobody was pre-

pared to take that on, to say,

‘We’ve got to do some educating

here to help our families more re-
alistically understand what to ex-
pect.’ ”

Family support before 9/11 as-
sumed predictable, limited de-
ployments, not tours of a year or
more for hundreds of thousands
of troops, many of them mobi-

lized National Guard members
and reservists.

“A church would say ‘Let’s get
a support group for families of de-
ployed servicemembers.’ That’s a
nice idea,” said Raezer. “But how
do you sustain those volunteer ef-
forts over the long term?”

The report emphasizes the posi-
tive, describing successful initia-
tives and encouraging broad re-
forms. It doesn’t press for new,
costly programs. It seeks better
coordination, more aggressive

and thoughtful communication,
consistency in family support
training.

Susan Evers, project coordina-
tor, has a husband and two sons
in the Army. One son completed a
tour in Iraq. The other could be
sent. Evers said she hopes the re-

port is read “by ev-
eryone, from head-
quarter staffs and
service leaders
down to unit com-
manders and volun-
teers, so that at
every level they
learn how to im-
prove on what they
do for families.”

Some of what’s
being done is ex-
traordinary and
imaginative, NMFA

officials found. Its own study was
funded by Sears, Roebuck and
Co., with part of a $2 million dona-
tion to NMFA. Most of that
money is underwriting Operation
Purple, special summer camps
for military children in the Unit-
ed States to help deal with the
stress of parents deployed. The
full NMFA report and details of
Operation Purple can be found at
www.nmfa.org.

But NMFA also found disap-
pointing levels of support. Frus-

tration is higher among families
living off base and, in some cases,
hundreds of miles from military
communities and base support
programs. NMFA took special
note of problems for families in
understanding Tricare, accessing
preventive mental health servic-
es and finding childcare.

Lisa Clay, whose husband Don
is a Marine Corps platoon ser-
geant running daily patrols in
Iraq, helped research and write
the report. Military spouses over-
all, she said, “aren’t disgruntled”
but they expect more thoughtful,
coordinated help. Clay recalled,
for example, that a hospital com-
mander arranged a briefing for
families on changes to Tricare.
But it occurred at 11 a.m. on a
weekday when many spouses are
working.

Clay also noted that deploying
troops are encouraged to provide
spouses with powers of attorney.
Yet some base finance offices
don’t even recognize those pow-
ers, turn away spouses seeking
copies of, or changes to, member
leave and earnings statements,
she said.

With family support programs
so dependent on command in-
volvement, one of NMFA’s many
recommendations is that atten-
tion to family needs be made a
rated item on unit or base com-
manders’ fitness reports.

Comments are welcomed. Write Military
Update, P.O. Box 231111, Centreville, VA
20120-1111, e-mail milupdate@aol.com
or visit: www.militaryupdate.com

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Marines from the
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit will conduct
urban warfare training on Guam for the next two
weeks.

Area residents were informed Friday that there
would be increased aircraft activity over the is-
land during the training, which takes place from
July 17 to July 30 as part of the 31st MEU’s prepa-
ration for deployment to the Western Pacific, said
1st Lt. Tryiokasus Brown, public affairs officer for
the 31st MEU.

“Marines from the 31st MEU could be called
upon to evacuate Americans and other noncomba-
tants from urban areas, provide humanitarian as-
sistance and civic action, make a show of force
and other operations,” Brown said in a press re-
lease.

He said the training is being coordinated with
local and federal government officials, including
the FBI and local law enforcement agencies.

“This type of training has and is routinely con-
ducted in such major cities as Atlanta, New York,
New Orleans, Miami and San Francisco,” Brown
pointed out.

31st MEU Marines train on Guam

Study: Too few family members get support

There were a lot of programs that

people thought would work. What

wasn’t anticipated was the extra

burden of communicating what’s

available, helping families sort out

realistic expectations.

Joyce Wessel Raezer

NMFA director of government relations
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BY DANICA KIRKA

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Philippines withdrew
11 soldiers from Iraq on Friday to meet the
demands of kidnappers holding a truck driv-
er hostage, ignoring warnings from the Unit-
ed States that the move sends the wrong sig-
nal to terrorists.

The decision to pull out the head of the hu-
manitarian mission and 10 other soldiers out-
raged Philippine President Gloria Macapa-
gal Arroyo’s allies in the war on terror, who
fear that bargaining for the life of Angelo
dela Cruz will set a dangerous precedent for
the troops and citizens of other coalition
members.

American troops and their Iraqi allies in
the capital, Baghdad, continued to face at-

tacks. Insurgents detonated a car bomb tar-
geting a U.S. military convoy in Baghdad,
wounding one U.S. soldier and four civilians,
the American command and Iraqi police
said.

Also Friday, attackers fired machine guns
and rocket-propelled grenades at an Iraqi po-
lice patrol, killing one and wounding anoth-
er, police officer Ammar Naji said.

The troubles came amid warnings by in-
terim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi that insur-
gents would hit harder in the coming weeks.
He announced the creation of a new intelli-
gence service Thursday designed specifical-
ly to combat terrorism and vowed to annihi-
late guerrillas seeking to derail efforts to
bring peace.

Suicide bombings, shootings and car
bombs have rocked the country since the

June 28 transfer of sovereignty from U.S. oc-
cupation officials to the interim government.

Insurgents also have kidnapped dozens of
outsiders in hopes of pressuring countries
taking part in the U.S.-led coalition to with-
draw. The strategy also appears intended to
further isolate the United States, which al-
ready provides the bulk of the 160,000-mem-
ber multinational force in Iraq.

The Philippines, with 7 million workers
overseas, proved particularly susceptible.
Arroyo faced overwhelming domestic pres-
sure from citizens, many of whom have fami-
ly members working abroad.

People lit candles and held prayer vigils
Friday for the safe return of dela Cruz, who
was taken hostage while working as a truck
driver here. Hours later, 11 Filipino troops
drove over the border into Kuwait in three ve-

hicles and were seen off by a delegation of
U.S. troops, said Lt. Col. Hashem Abdullah,
an Iraqi officer at the border town of Safwan.

Arroyo’s pullout decision does not apply
to thousands of Filipino workers who work
at U.S. bases in Iraq, performing menial
tasks such as serving food and cleaning toi-
lets that free military personnel for crucial
combat duty.

Other coalition members, such as Austra-
lian Prime Minister John Howard, called
the decision a mistake.

“If you give in, the game’s over and they
will increase the intensity of their attacks,”
he said.

White House press secretary Scott McClel-
lan said Thursday the decision “sends the
wrong signal to terrorists.”

Associated Press writer Hrvoje Hranjski in Manila,
Philippines, contributed to this report.

Philippines pulls more soldiers from Iraq
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First-class travel for GIs

DALLAS — Eight soldiers flying home from Iraq for two weeks of
R&R flew in style instead of coach after first-class passengers of-
fered to swap seats with them.

“The soldiers were very, very happy, and the whole aircraft had a
different feeling,” flight attendant Lorrie Gammon told The Dallas
Morning News in Thursday’s editions.

The June 29 seat-swap on American Airlines Flight 866 from At-
lanta to Chicago started before boarding, when a businessman ap-
proached one of the soldiers and traded his seat.

Marine’s return

QUANTICO, Virginia — It could be weeks or months before a Ma-
rine who disappeared in Iraq and later turned up in Lebanon is
deemed fit to return to duty, a spokesman said.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun arrived at Quantico Marine base on
Thursday after leaving Germany, where he had undergone six days
of evaluation at a U.S. military hospital.

Lt. Col. David Lapan, a Marine Corps spokesman, said Hassoun
would continue to undergo a “repatriation” process until the mili-
tary support team monitoring his recovery decides he is ready to go
back to work. His home station is Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

DENVER — The military has decided not to pur-
sue charges against a U.S. soldier accused of cow-
ardice after he sought help for panic attacks.

After Staff Sgt. Georg-Andreas Pogany asked for
counseling while in Iraq, his commanders sent
him home to Fort Carson to face a court-martial on
a cowardice charge, which can be punishable by
death.

The Army later replaced it with the lesser dere-
liction-of-duty charge, which could have put Poga-
ny behind bars for six months.

On Thursday, Pogany and military officials con-
firmed the case is finished.

Sgt. 1st Class Blake Waltman, a public affairs of-
ficer with the Army’s Special Operations Com-
mand at Fort Bragg, N.C., said charges have been

dropped because the military has learned Pogany
“may have a medical problem that requires care
and treatment.”

Pogany, 32, had been the first U.S. soldier since
Vietnam to be charged with cowardice.

A five-year veteran, Pogany said his problems
surfaced after he saw the mangled body of an Iraqi
man cut in half by American gunfire.

Pogany said he has physical and psychological
problems that stem from brain damage caused by a
reaction to the anti-malaria drug Lariam. He is
part of a military study looking into complaints
from U.S. troops exposed to drugs and chemicals.

Pogany, assigned to a Green Beret interrogation
team with the 10th Special Forces Group, began
vomiting after seeing the Iraqi civilian’s body
three days after being sent to Iraq.

Pogany said he hopes to retire from the Army
soon.

GI cowardice case dropped
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BY S. SRINIVASAN

The Associated Press

KUMBAKONAM, India —
Flames swept through a
thatch-roofed school Friday, trap-
ping dozens of children who
clawed at brick and concrete in
vain to escape after many of their
teachers fled. At least 84 children
were killed and 22 injured.

No teachers died, and a senior
fire officer said it was because
they abandoned the children and
fled. But the district government
administrator said it was too
early to know, and he noted that
some 700 children got out alive
and were likely aided by teach-
ers.

The fire started in a kitchen
and jumped across the flamma-
ble roofs of the three-story, pri-
vate Lord Krishna Middle School,
said J. Radhakrishnan, the admin-
istrator for the Thanjavur dis-
trict, 1,300 miles south of New
Delhi, India’s capital.

He said that when the fire

began at 11 a.m., the building was
packed with 800 students — most
aged 6 to 13 — in rooms shared
by up to six classes at a time.

Afterward, local television
showed dozens of small, black-
ened bodies piled two or three
deep, covering the entire floor in-
side a large hall. Some died a hos-
pital, screaming in pain or lying
unconscious in a large emergen-
cy ward.

Doctors applied ointment on
the scalded bodies of the injured,
and nurses covered them with
large banana leaves, believed to
soothe the burning skin.

Parents, many crying, waved
hand-held bamboo and plastic
fans — despite air conditioning —
to soothe the inflamed wounds.
Hundreds more waited outside
the hospital.

By evening, 45 bodies had been
cremated in mass ceremonies,
Radhakrishnan said. Several bod-
ies were taken for cremations in
nearby villages, where many chil-
dren came from. The official low-

ered the number of injured — ear-
lier put at more than 100 — to 22.

“As far as we can make out, the
fire started in the kitchen of the
school on the ground floor,”
Radhakrishnan told The Associat-
ed Press. “The sparks flying up
would have set fire to the
thatched roof on the first floor.”

The school’s long, narrow, win-
dowless classrooms each had only
one exit. A reporter for New Delhi
Television News described marks
on the walls that she said showed
the children had tried to tear
through the bricks and concrete.

Hundreds of small wooden
stools lay toppled on the black-
ened floor, strewn with rubber
slippers, shoes, schoolbags, note-
books, lunch boxes and clothes.
Blackboards still bore traces of
the lessons the children were
learning.

Police later said they had ar-
rested the school principal, Pula-
var Palanichamy and three kitch-
en workers who were preparing
lunch, and intended to charge
them with negligence.

Police officers and

residents look at the

burned remains of a

section of a school

building Friday in the

town of Kumbakonam,

about 215 miles south-

west of Madras, India.

The fire, believed to

have started in a

first-floor kitchen, killed

at least 84 children and

injured 22, a local gov-

ernment official said.

AP

BY AUDREY MCAVOY

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Alleged U.S. Army
deserter Charles Jenkins will trav-
el to Japan for medical treatment
this weekend despite the risk that
he could be extradited to the Unit-
ed States, Japanese officials said
Friday.

Jenkins, accused of defecting to
North Korea in 1965, will be hospi-
talized in Tokyo on Sunday after
he arrives with his Japanese wife
and their two daughters, Chief
Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hoso-
da said at a news conference.

Bringing Jenkins to Japan is a
top political priority for Tokyo.

He has been in Indonesia for
the last few days meeting with his
family.

A North Korean official who ac-
companied Jenkins to Indonesia
told reporters he wouldn’t stand in
the way of Jenkins traveling to
Japan.

“Wherever the family decides
to live, we will respect their wish-
es,” Japanese public broadcaster
NHK showed one of the officials
telling reporters in Jakarta. “We
hope Jenkins recovers.”

Jenkins’ wife, Hitomi Soga, was
kidnapped and taken to the North
by communist agents in 1978. She
wasn’t allowed to return to her
homeland until 2002, when Py-
ongyang admitted it had abduct-
ed more than a dozen Japanese
citizens in the 1970s and 1980s to
teach Japanese to its spies.

Since then, Soga has been liv-

ing separated from her family be-
cause Jenkins declined to leave
North Korea over fears the Unit-
ed States would demand his extra-
dition to face desertion charges.
The United States may not ask for
custody while he is hospitalized
for medical treatment, however.

Soga says she wants to live in
Japan with her family.

“Jenkins must be treated so he
can recover soon,” Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi told report-
ers Friday. “There is no change to
our policy of enabling Soga’s fami-
ly to live in Japan together.”

Jenkins earlier had refused to go
to Japan because of his fears he
would be extradited. But Kyodo
News, citing unidentified Japanese
officials in Jakarta, reported that
Jenkins told the Northern officials
on Friday that he would go to
Japan and gave them the North Ko-
rean cash he had with him, saying
he wouldn’t need it anymore.

Japanese doctors sent by the
government to examine Jenkins
in Indonesia recommended he be
sent to Japan for further care. Ho-
soda said Jenkins is suffering
from problems following abdomi-
nal surgery in North Korea.

Washington says Jenkins is
wanted on four changes including
desertion. He could face life in
prison if convicted.

“Once he is in Japan, he ... falls
under the authority of the U.S.
military,” State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said
in Washington. “We intend to re-
quest custody when we have the
legal opportunity to do so.”

At least 84 dead, 22 hurt
in school blaze in India

Japan: Jenkins
will arrive in
Tokyo on Sunday
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BY EMMA ROSS

The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — The largest AIDS
conference to date ended Friday with delegates
highlighting soaring infections among women
and warning of explosive epidemics in Asia and
Eastern Europe.

Nelson Mandela, who turns 86 on Sunday,
took the podium at the closing ceremony and de-
clared he “cannot rest” until the world turns
the tide against the HIV pandemic.

“History will surely judge us harshly if we do
not respond with all the energy and resources
that we can bring to bear in the fight against
HIV/AIDS,” the former South African president
told the 15th International AIDS Conference.

Much of the six-day gathering focused on the
politics of getting more lifesaving antiretroviral
medicine to HIV-infected people in the develop-
ing world, especially in Africa.

The United States — the most generous
donor nation on AIDS — came under intense
criticism for its drug-funding policy and for
tying much of its money to programs that em-

phasize abstinence over the use of condoms, the
most trusted HIV-blocking method.

Mandela joined U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan in delivering vigorous calls for more do-
nations to U.N. efforts to fight the disease. Soft-
ware magnate Bill Gates’ foundation and the
European Union announced new grants total-
ing $102 million.

This year’s conference, drawing nearly
20,000 scientists, policy-makers, HIV-infected
people and their advocates, not only boosted
awareness of HIV but raised the accountability
of world leaders, said Mechai Viravaidya, the
most prominent AIDS campaigner in host coun-
try Thailand.

The most-anticipated breakthrough on AIDS,
a vaccine, remained elusive. Experts called for
urgent work on alternatives for prevention in
the interim, including HIV-killing gels to pro-
tect women against men who refuse to use con-
doms. An estimated 38 million people are infect-
ed with HIV, 25 million of them in sub-Saharan
Africa.In Asia, 7.2 million people are infected,
and epidemiologists warned that Asia and East-
ern Europe face a critical phase with infections
spreading from injecting drug users to sex

workers, whose clients can launch the virus
into the broader community Prostitution is con-
sidered the main engine driving the spread in
Asia, many experts said, warning that epidem-
ics could explode unless condom use is boosted.

The next conference is to be held in Toronto
in 2006.

Sri Lanka has epidemic

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri
Lanka urged citizens on Friday to
prevent mosquitoes from breeding
amid a dengue fever epidemic in
the tropical island country.

Residents were being told to
keep their premises clean and en-
sure that water does not accumu-
late in empty pots or other contain-
ers where mosquito larva can
grow, said Tissa Vitharana, an ad-
viser to Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakshe.

At least 54 people have died
from dengue in the past six
months, compared with 35 for all
of last year, Vitharana said.

Lebanese protest fees
BEIRUT, Lebanon — Thou-

sands of Lebanese went without
their beloved cell phones to protest
fees they believe are too high, the
consumer advocacy group that
helped organize the boycott said
Friday.

Just over half of Lebanon’s
850,000 cell phone owners had
complied by the time the 24-hour
boycott ended Thursday night,
said Zuhair Berro, president of the
Consumer Lebanon group. He
based the figure on his group’s
sample of 4,000 cell phone owners.

Cell phones are considered so
necessary to life in Lebanon that
many in this country of 4.5 million
carry two.

Talal Assaf, an adviser to Minis-
ter of Telecommunications
Jean-Louis Kordahi, said the minis-
try would have no comment until it
had studied consumers’ response
to the boycott call. The Kuwaiti
firm Mobile Telecom Company
and the German firm Telecon each
operate a GSM network in Leba-
non for the government.

Suspects released
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia —

Malaysian authorities on Friday re-
leased five suspected Islamic mili-
tants who had been detained with-
out trial for the past three years,
saying they have repented and
were no longer a threat to national
security.

The five were accused of being
members of Kumpulan Muja-
hideen Malaysia, a shadowy mili-
tant group that officials allege has
links to the Southeast Asian terror
organization Jemaah Islamiyah.

The five were among about a
dozen suspects who were arrested
in early 2001 after officials discov-
ered a cache of weapons they said
were used by the group to stage rob-
beries to fund militant activities.

The suspects were sent to a pris-
on camp in northern Malaysia
under a security law that allows de-
tention without trial for two years
at a time under renewable govern-
ment order.

Singapore defends trip

TRIMS SINGAPORE — Sin-
gapore defended on Friday the dep-
uty prime minister’s surprise trip
to Taiwan, saying the visit —
which incensed China — was es-
sential to enable the city-state’s
next leader to understand “a poten-
tial flash point” in Asia.

A four-page statement from the
office of Deputy Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong said Singapore of-
ficials had told Beijing about the
visit beforehand as “a courtesy,”
and had then resisted pressure
from China to call it off.

Lee — the elder son of Sin-
gapore’s first prime minister, Lee
Kuan Yew — will assume Sin-
gapore’s top job later this year, re-
placing Goh Chok Tong. The date
of the transfer could be announced
next week.

From The Associated Press

BY ALLAN LENGEL

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The hunt for Bobby Fis-
cher, the unpredictable chess legend, ended
this week when he was detained in Japan,
where he awaits possible deportation on charg-
es that he attended a 1992 match in Yugoslavia
in violation of a U.S. ban.

The Japanese Immigration Bureau detained
the 61-year-old Fischer on Tuesday at Narita In-
ternational Airport in Tokyo at the urging of
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
which had recently stepped up efforts to track
the fugitive, U.S. authorities said Thursday.

“He’s in custody in Japan, and we are await-
ing a determination whether he’ll be deported
back to the United States to face charges,” said
Allan Doody, special agent in charge of the im-

migration agency’s Wash-
ington field office.

The arrest capped a
cat-and-mouse game be-
tween U.S. authorities and
Fischer, who shuttled
among several nations, in-
cluding Japan, the Philip-
pines and Hungary, to
avoid arrest. A grand jury
in Washington charged him
with violating the Interna-
tional Emergency Econom-
ic Powers Act by going to

Yugoslavia for the chess match against Boris

Spassky.

The charge, handed up in 1992, carries a max-

imum penalty of 10 years in prison.

U.S. authorities, acting on the outstanding

warrant, recently canceled Fischer’s U.S. pass-
port after discovering that he had a 90-day visa
to visit Japan. Authorities there detained him at
the airport for failing to possess valid travel doc-
uments, U.S. authorities said.

In August 1992, the Treasury Department
sent Fischer a letter warning him not to go to
Yugoslavia to play Spassky. It explained that
U.S. citizens were forbidden to get involved in
“business or commercial activities” with Yugo-
slavia because of its role in Bosnia and Herze-
govina.

Fischer ignored the letter and headed off to
Yugoslavia to reclaim the championship he had
surrendered in 1975 after refusing to defend it
against Anatoly Karpov of Russia.

At a news conference in Yugoslavia in Sep-
tember 1992, Fischer held up the letter and spit
on it. He went on to beat Spassky and receive
$3.3 million.

Japan detains ex-chess champ Fischer

BY FARID HOSSAIN

The Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh — Monsoon
floods continued to wreak havoc across
India, Bangladesh and Nepal, submerging
more villages while pushing the death toll
higher with possibly three more months of
annual rains to go, officials said Friday.

About 400 people in South Asia have
died since the monsoon started in June,
with new deaths reported in Bangladesh
and Nepal on Friday, according to official
tallies and news reports. Last year, mon-
soon flooding in the region killed 1,500 peo-
ple from mid-June to mid-October.

In Bangladesh, 15 people — including
eight children — drowned in flood waters
on Thursday, raising the death toll there to
83, the Sangbad and Bangladesh Observer
dailies reported.

About 15,000 people fled for higher
ground after the Padma River burst
through an embankment Thursday in
western Bangladesh, inundating 15 villag-
es, relief officials said.

The Jamuna River surged through an-
other mud embankment in the northern re-
gion, meanwhile, swamping 16 villages
and leaving about 15,000 people stranded,

the officials said on condition of anonymi-
ty.

Floods caused by heavy rains have en-
gulfed nearly half of Bangladesh, leaving
more than 5 million people marooned in
their houses, or huddled on embankments
or in boats.

In India, 235 people have perished in
landslides, building collapses, or from
waterborne disease. Many others have
drowned or been electrocuted since the
monsoon began. No new deaths were re-
ported in India on Friday, although weath-
er officials predicted heavy rains in Bihar,
Assam and other eastern states, where
most flood-related deaths have occurred.

In Nepal, fresh rainfall was making it
difficult for rescuers to reach areas hit by
landslides and flooding, as the Himalayan
kingdom’s death toll increased to 77 on Fri-
day, officials said.

Rescue helicopters with food, medicine
and tents were grounded by deteriorating
weather in the capital, Katmandu, said
Home Ministry spokesman Gopendra Pan-
dey.

Soldiers joined volunteers to repair
breached embankments in the north, the
state-run Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
news agency reported.

Fischer

AIDS meeting warns of dangers in Asia, Eastern Europe

Toll in South Asia
floods up to 400

AP

Former South Africa President Nelson Mandela

urged the world to devote more resources to

fighting AIDS, at the International AIDS Confer-

ence in Bangkok, Thailand, which ended Friday.

AP

Flood-affected villagers huddle in a boat as they try to

move to safer areas Friday in the village of Benibad in

Bihar, India. Monsoon floods that began in June have

killed hundreds and stranded millions.
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Japanese women still living the longest

TOKYO — Japanese women set a new record for the world’s longest
life expectancy last year, retaining the title for the 19th straight year,
the government said Friday.

Japanese women have had the globe’s longest life expectancy since
1985.Researchers say Japan’s traditional fish-based, low-fat diet may
be the secret to longevity.

There are an estimated 20,500 Japanese over the age of 100, and
women make up about 85 percent of the total, according to govern-
ment figures.

Cartoonist sues Nike

BEIJING — A Chinese Internet cartoonist is fighting athletic shoe-
maker Nike over a stick figure, state media reported Friday.

Zhu Zhiqiang has filed a lawsuit asking for $240,000 in compensation
from Nike as well as a public apology for copying his “Little Match
Man” illustration in one of its worldwide ad campaigns, the China
Daily said.The Beaverton, Oregon-based Nike denied Zhu’s claim.

The case is an unusual reversal of roles for China, which has fre-
quently been criticized by the United States for being lax about protect-
ing patents and other intellectual property.

Sensitive mistake made

BUCHAREST, Romania — Medical authorities are investigating a
Romanian doctor after he allegedly cut off a patient’s penis accidental-
ly during testicle surgery, officials said Friday.

The 34-year-old patient’s penis was severed during an operation at a
Bucharest hospital on Tuesday.

Dr. Ioan Lascar, a plastic surgeon who performed an operation on
the man Thursday to help him urinate, said the patient was in stable
condition.

The urologist was temporarily suspended pending the investigation.
If found guilty of malpractice, he could lose his license to practice med-
icine.

Monkey and its brain saved

TAIPEI, Taiwan — A monkey was recuperating at a wildlife park in
Taiwan after being rescued from a restaurant that planned to sell slic-
es of the animal’s brain while he was alive in a cage, a local govern-
ment official said Friday.

A tourist in the central mountainous area of Nantou bought the mon-
key, a Formosan macaque, after he saw that customers at a restaurant
were about to eat its brains, said Huang Kuo-chen, a forestry official in
Taoyuan county, where the tourist lives.

The monkey is now being held at a wildlife park before experts eval-
uate whether it can be released in the wild, Huang said.

Dog sniffs out reward

BANGKOK, Thailand — An army dog with a nose for M-16s was the
first to find any of the 300 assault rifles stolen from an army base in
January, beating all his human masters to the reward.

Piso sniffed out the rifle this week in some bushes behind the house
of a suspect in the January raid, army chief Gen. Chaiyasith Shina-
watra said Thursday.

Chaiyasith said Piso will receive a sack of dog food and an artificial
bone for his accomplishment.

Burning may be an accident

SYDNEY, Australia — Police said Friday that a 9-year-old girl may
have been accidentally set on fire on a Sydney playground, leaving her
with burns over 40 percent of her body.

Earlier, detectives investigating the incident said they were hunting
for two youths suspected of deliberately torching Sarah Allan’s
clothes.

The incident that took place Thursday afternoon shocked the nation
when police suggested Sarah may have been deliberately set on fire.
However, after a 15-member police task force spent the day investigat-
ing, a senior officer said the fire may have started accidentally, al-
though he did not rule out the possibility it was an attack.

Sheep stuffed in car
BUCHAREST, Romania — Authorities stopped a convoy of three

cars after they heard the “passengers” bleating — and found the vehi-
cles stuffed with sheep.

Three Turkish men were transporting 94 sheep in three small pick-
up trucks on Thursday, the Libertatea newspaper reported Friday.

County veterinary authorities in the eastern village of Rediu fined
the three men $555, mistreating the animals and for not having the
proper documents for them.The men intended to sell the sheep, the
newspaper reported.

Activists hopping mad

CANBERRA, Australia — Animal welfare groups called Friday for
an international tourist boycott of Australia in response to a cull of 800
kangaroos outside the drought-gripped national capital.

Australia’s government authorized the shooting of 800 kangaroos
that graze in a water catchment area surrounding Googong Dam .

“The group Animal Liberation has vowed to send protesters into the
area after dark when the shooting occurs, to stand between the kanga-
roos and two commercial hunters .

It is the first time the government has resorted to a cull to protect the
city’s water supply.

From The Associated Press

BY WASBIR HUSSAIN

The Associated Press

GAUHATI, India — In a highly
unusual protest, some 40 women
stripped naked and staged an
angry demonstration at a paramil-
itary base in northeastern India
to protest the death of a
32-year-old woman who they say
was killed in custody, officials
and news reports said Friday.

With nothing but banners to
cover their bodies, the women
stood Tuesday in front of the
Assam Rifles headquarters in
Imphal, capital of Manipur state,
and demanded the culprits be
punished, police said.

Some of the banners read, “In-
dian Army rape us” and “Indian
Army take our flesh.”

The women alleged that sol-
diers of Assam Rifles raped, tor-
tured and then killed Thangjam
Manorama, The Telegraph news-
paper reported.

Assam Rifles officials could not
be reached for comment and Ma-
nipur’s top elected official, Chief
Minister Ibobi Singh, was evasive
about what action would be taken
to investigate the allegations and
bring anyone found guilty to jus-
tice.

“After a meeting of my Cabi-
net, I have asked the authorities
to ensure that human rights viola-
tions do not take place at the
hands of security forces engaged
in counterinsurgency opera-
tions,” Singh said.

Assam Rifles is the main para-
military force fighting separatist
insurgents in India’s northeast.
Manipur, which shares a porous

border with Myanmar, has 17 in-
surgent groups, most of them
fighting for independence from
India.

Local media reports said Mano-
ram was picked up by the Assam
Rifles from her home on Sunday,
and that the soldiers accused her
of having links with separatist
rebels.

Hours later, her bullet-riddled
body was found 2½ miles away
from her home in Imphal.

On Friday, police tightened se-
curity in Imphal, fearing more
protests. A curfew was imposed
in the city, banning any public
gathering.

“We are not taking chances as
passions are high just now,” the
state’s deputy police chief, told
The Associated Press.

He also refused comment on
whether there would be a crimi-
nal investigation into the cause of
Manoram’s death.

BY JAKE LLOYD-SMITH

The Associated Press

SINGAPORE — Pfizer Inc., the
world’s largest drug company,
lashed out Friday at Chinese regu-
lators’ recent decision to overturn
its local patent for Viagra, warn-
ing that it might cut future invest-
ment in the world’s most popu-
lous country.

“We are extremely disappoint-
ed. The basis of fair trade is re-
specting intellectual property,”
Chairman and Chief Executive
Henry McKinnell said in Sin-
gapore, where he was opening a
new manufacturing plant.

Pfizer is appealing a decision
by China’s State Intellectual Prop-
erty Office to overturn the anti-im-
potence drug’s local patent be-
cause it didn’t meet Chinese
patent law specifications.

Asked if the dispute might dis-
suade Pfizer, whose operations

span the globe, from further in-
vestments in China, McKinnell re-
plied: “Absolutely.”

The patent will remain in force
while the case is considered over
the coming three months.

The patent office’s decision
came after a group of Chinese
drug companies filed a petition in
2001 seeking to nullify Pfizer’s
patent for sildenafil citrate — Via-
gra’s active ingredient — saying
it failed to fulfill the “novelty re-
quirement” of Chinese law.

McKinnell said counterfeiting
is rampant in China — a common
complaint from Western multina-
tional companies that have
flocked in recent years to the re-
gion’s fastest-growing economy.

“There’s massive counterfeit-
ing of consumer products and
pharmaceutical products in
China,” he said. “Ninety percent
of Viagra sold in China is fake or
counterfeit.”

He also said his company had
done a poor job over the past de-
cade at making its case in the
often-heated debate about the ris-
ing cost of many modern medi-
cines.

“An investment in modern med-
icine actually saves money else-
where,” with less need for sur-
gery, or doctors’ time, he said.

“Healthier nations are wealthi-
er nations.”

Drug discovery and testing typi-
cally take many years and large
sums of money before new prod-
ucts are ready for the public.

McKinnell said many govern-
ments take an unduly narrow
view of the costs and benefits in-
volved in patient treatment and
care. He didn’t name specific
countries.

“You don’t have to look at
health care as a cost; you (can)
recognize that like education, it is
an investment in the future,” he
said.

Women strip naked to protest
custodial killing in north India

AP

Naked women protesters shout slogans Thursday against the alleged

rape, torture and murder of Thangjam Manorama by paramilitary sol-

diers in Imphal, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Manipur.

Patent decision riles Pfizer
Viagra maker says China’s move may curb investment
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BY VANESSA ARRINGTON

The Associated Press

HAVANA — They have been
coming to Cuba for decades, build-
ing schools, pruning citrus trees
and helping with the sugar harvest
to show support for the communist
island.

But this year’s visit by members
of Brigada Venceremos, a group of
American activists in its 35th year,
has added significance: It’s a di-
rect challenge to new U.S. rules
tightening restrictions on travel to
Cuba.

“The Cubans need to see that sol-
idarity has not stopped,” said Bon-
nie Massey, a 23-year-old high
school counselor from New York
City. “We’re very firm on our
stance. We have the moral law on
our side.”

The activists don’t know what to
expect when they return to the
United States by way of Canada
next week. But they say they are
ready to defend what they believe
is their constitutional right to trav-
el.

The new rules cut the amount of
dollars Cuban émigrés can send
home and curtail visits to Cuba by
cultural and academic groups as
well as Cuban-Americans.

President Bush’s administration
hopes the measures will close loop-
holes in the long-standing U.S. em-

bargo on Cuba and weaken the
rule of President Fidel Castro.

Brigada Venceremos has always
defied the embargo by refusing to
apply for a license to travel and ar-
riving in Cuba via third countries
such as Canada.

Breaking the rules can lead to
fines of up to $7,500, and the U.S.
government typically notifies viola-
tors by letter after their trip.

Brigada Venceremos volunteers
have received such letters in the
past and have requested civil hear-
ings. As yet they have not been
called.

“I’m nervous, but I’m not
scared,” said Mei-ying Ho, 24, who
works for a nonprofit organization
in San Francisco. She added that
she wasn’t going to comply with
“Bush’s unjust policies.”

The brigade began traveling to
the island in 1969. During the civil
rights and women’s liberation
movement, hundreds of activists
would arrive on boats each sum-
mer, spending up to six weeks
working on the island.

Today, volunteers number in the
dozens, arriving by air and staying
for two weeks.

“It’s changed, but the concept is
the same,” said Massey, one of the
brigade’s organizers. She said the
group still believes Cubans should
be able to determine their own des-
tiny without U.S. interference.

“We don’t see Cuba as an
enemy,” she said. “We see it as a
neighbor that we want to be
friends with.”

Kathe Karlson, who also came
on one of the first trips in 1970,
said the U.S. government has ma-
nipulated Americans for years by
depicting Cuba as a dangerous na-
tion.

“The war against Cuba hasn’t
stopped, it’s just increasing,” said
Karlson, a 55-year-old social work-
er who declined to give her home-
town. “This country does not pose
a military threat to us. Our policy
is outdated and wrong.”

The brigade always receives a
warm welcome from Cuba’s gov-
ernment, which provides housing
in the regions they visit.

This year, 77 volunteers ranging
in age from 16 to 73 began their
trip in the eastern city of Santiago,
where they helped remodel an ele-
mentary school, visited historic
sites of the Cuban revolution and
were named “guests of honor” by
city officials.

Most of the volunteers are stu-
dents, teachers, doctors or artists.

They worked their way west,
staying at a state-run camp in rural
Havana province. The walls were
plastered with pictures of Cuban
revolutionary leaders and slogans
such as “solidarity lives among the
people of the world.”

Brigade members sleep in bunk
beds, eight to a room, then awake
before sunrise for breakfast.

On Thursday, a handful of volun-

teers fought stomach problems
and dehydration, but the rest piled
into buses and trucks and headed
off to work. One group dug trench-
es and laid pipes alongside Cuban
workers building a physical thera-
py center.

“They are good workers,” said
43-year-old Cuban builder Alejan-
dro Peru. “It is risky for them to
come here, but here they are.
They’re tough.”

It was the first trip to Cuba for
most of the volunteers.

Larry Hales, 27, writer, activist
and coffee shop employee from
Denver, said he thought the United
States could learn a lot from Cuba.

“I think we’ve all seen the ugli-
ness of our society, the increasing
disparity,” he said. “There’s a de-
sire for something better.”

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — In a rare
exception to long-standing Ameri-
can foreign policy, U.S. officials
have approved drug developer
CancerVax Corp.’s deal with the
Cuban government to develop
three experimental cancer drugs
created in Havana.

It’s the first such commercial
deal approved by the U.S. govern-
ment between a U.S. biotechnolo-
gy company and Cuba, which has
spent $1 billion building a biotech-
nology program that is among the
most advanced in the Third
World. One of the three drugs in-
cluded in the deal attacks a can-
cer cell in a novel way.

The biotechnology company an-
nounced the deal Thursday.

Government approval comes
as President Bush toughens the
41-year-old economic embargo of
the communist nation.CancerVax
will develop the drugs in its Carls-
bad laboratories and share profits
with the Cuban government if
any of the drugs are approved for
sale in the United States.

CancerVax is a small, money-
losing company that doesn’t have
any drugs approved for sale. It
just recently began selling its
stock publicly.

Group intent on defying U.S. policy

Americans visit,
help out in Cuba

AP

American volunteers, members of the group Brigada Venceremos, board a truck Wednesday in Cuba.

Cuba embargo
gets exception
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BY ERIN MCCLAM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Domestic icon
Martha Stewart was handed a
prison term of just five months
Friday for lying about a stock
sale. After asking the judge for le-
niency, she emerged defiant from
the courthouse to say she was
being persecuted and declared,
“I’ll be back.”

“I’m not afraid. Not afraid what-
soever. I’m very sorry it had to
come to this,” she told a crowd of
media and supporters afterward,
speaking in a strong voice on the
courthouse steps.

Stewart, who was also ordered
to serve five months of home con-
finement and fined $30,000, did
win a key victory when U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Miriam Gold-
man Cedarbaum stayed her sen-
tence pending appeal, a process
that could last many months.

The sentence was also far less
than it could have been. Experts
had predicted she would receive
10 to 16 months for her convic-
tion on charges she lied to federal
prosecutors about the reason and
circumstances surrounding her

well-timed sale of stock in Im-
Clone Systems Inc.

In the courtroom, Stewart, 62,
projected a much less confident
image, appealing in a shaky voice
for a reduced sentence and ask-
ing the judge to “remember all
the good I have done.”

“Today is a shameful day. It’s
shameful for me, for my family
and for my company,” she said.
As she was sentenced, she stood
and faced the judge, her jaw tight
but otherwise showing little emo-
tion.

But outside the courthouse,
Stewart was confident and up-
beat.

She smiled broadly to the
cheers of supporters as she com-
plained that a “small personal
matter” had been blown out of
proportion.

She even plugged her compa-
ny’s magazine and products,
while joking that she didn’t mean
to make a sales pitch.

“Our magazines are great,” she
said. “They deserve your support,

and whatever happened to me
personally shouldn’t have any ef-
fect whatsoever on the great com-
pany Martha Stewart Living Omn-
imedia.”

Shares in the company shot up
after the sentence was an-
nounced.

The stock was up $2.52, or near-
ly 30 percent, at $11.16 in
late-morning trading on the New
York Stock Exchange.

Cedarbaum granted a defense
request to recommend to prison
officials that Stewart be assigned
to a minimum-security federal
prison in Danbury, Conn., close to
her home in Westport.

During home confinement,
which Stewart said she plans to
serve at her home in Bedford,
N.Y., the judge said she would
consider waiving a typical provi-
sion that the detainee wear an
electronic monitoring bracelet.

Cedarbaum did reject a de-
fense request to send Stewart to a
halfway house rather than prison,
noting that “lying to government

agencies during the course of an
investigation is a very serious
matter.”

But the judge said she was im-
posing the lowest sentence she
could under federal sentencing
guidelines. “I believe that you
have suffered, and will continue
to suffer, enough,” Cedarbaum
said.

Prosecutor Karen Patton Sey-
mour had argued for a heavier
sentence.

Former Merrill Lynch & Co.
stockbroker Peter Bacanovic,
who was convicted along with
Stewart of lying about the 2001
stock sale, received the same sen-
tence.

Former CEO granted stay as she appeals verdict

Stewart sentenced to 5 months in prison

See related stories on Page 14

IN THE STATES

AP

Martha Stewart, flanked by U.S. Marshals, leaves after sentencing at
U.S. District Court in Manhattan on Friday. Stewart was sentenced to
five months in prison and five months of home confinement.
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